AFTER  MOTHER   INDIA

A Baptist missionary with many years of work
4n India to his credit writes of Dr. Balfour's
statistics :

Figures which have been gathered at various
hospitals are given to show that the average age
is over eighteen.  Such statistical figures seem at
first reading quite convincing, but there are seve-
ral considerations which will show that they are
not as reliable as they seem. In the first place these
statistics do not touch those classes of people
among whom early marriages and early mother-
hood takes place, for girls of *ssuch homes are not
brought to the hospitals nor are doctors called ia,
but the services (?) of the orthodox village mid-
wife are procured. Statistics of such cases and con-
ditions are hard to obtain, but there are those
who know what they are. Again when young girls
are brought to the hospital their ages are falsified,
the parents not wishing it to be known how young
they are. The common custom of India of count-
ing a child one year old up to its first birthday and
tlien two years old would make at least one year's
difference in most of the cases,1

Whenever Oriental and Occidental ages are under
omparison the common practice in the East of calling
ay infant two years old when it reaches the first anni-
ersary of its birthday, which additional year it retains
iirough life, should always be borne in mind.

Following Dr. Margaret Balfour's further writings,
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